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January - March 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

January 6  Gay Lynn Berry 
   Cyndee Olson 
January 11  Bob Gray 
January 12  Joan Bown 
January 15  Patty Lanz 
January 24  Andrea Palmer 
   Chuck Seymour 
   Ella Schlomer 
January 29  Jon Roen 
January 30  Dave Felton 
   Greg Abbott 
January 31  Bill Krempasky 

February 1   Chuck & Wilma Seymour 
February 5  Owen Walker 
February  6  Diana Burkholder 
   Roger Kester 
   Virginia Gray 
February 12  John & Joyce Averill 
February 14  Bill Campbell 
February 15  Gary Ripperger 
   Joyce Averill 
   Nora Golik 
February 16  Joel Andrus 
February 20  Marvin & Orlea Kester 
February 21  Jen Schlomer 
   Larry Gaumer 
February 27  Kevin Schlomer   

March 9   Jenny Aust 
March 10  Jim & Jacki Stewart 
   Melissa Gray 
March 12  Brad Aust 
March 17  Fred Bown 
March 23  Helene Norman 
March 25  Daniel Palmer 
March 27  Alice Gaumer 
March 28  Brian Reed 
   Jacki Stewart 
March 30  Carson Edwards 

Words of Grace
Upcoming Events 

     Sunday Mornings 
        Worship Service at 9:30 am 
        Sunday School at 11:00 am 

     First Prayer 
        Jan. 2 at 7:00 pm 
        Feb. 5 at 7:00 pm 
        March 5 at 7:00 pm 

     Food Pantry 
        Jan. 8 at 5:30 pm 
        Feb. 12 at 5:30 pm 
        March 12 at 5:30 pm 

     Table of Plenty 
        March 22 at 5:30 pm 

     Missions Committee 
        Jan. 9 at 6:30 pm 
        Feb. 13 at 6:30 pm 
        March 13 at 6:30 pm 

     Children's Ministry 
        Jan. 18 at 6:30 pm 
        Feb. 19 at 6:30 pm 
        March 19 at 6:30 pm 

Weekly Events 
Tuesdays 

GriefShare- 5:30 pm 
Wednesdays 

Bobcats (men’s group)- 10:00 am 
Worship Team Practice-  6:30 pm 

Romans Bible Study- 6:30 pm 
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Words of Grace

Paul- A Man of Grace and Grit 
 by Pastor Chuck Swindoll  

I have recently been reading a series of biographical 
accounts of men and women of faith written by Chuck 
Swindoll. The most recent book I am reading is 
concerning the life of Paul. Paul has always been one of 
my heroes in the faith and this book by Pastor Swindoll 
magnifies that view. In this book, Chuck looks into the 
character of Paul, always a life of grit and how God 
tempered that grit with grace.  He talks of Paul’s 
salvation and his being taught directly by the Lord in 
locations such as Arabia. I greatly encourage those who 
are desirous of knowing more about this great man to 
obtain a copy of this book. I purchased mine from 
Christian Book Distributors. I think you will not only be 
blessed by Paul’s life but challenged to be a man or 
woman of grit and grace wherever God has called you 
to minister. After reading this biography I had a greater 
appreciation of Paul and the words he penned during 
his final imprisonment.  (2 Tim. 4:7-8)  “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
give to me on that day.” 

Graciously submitted by Dennis Coe 

Book Review CHILDREN’S CHURCH CHAT 
with Kathie Hutcheson 

   This past quarter, October-December we have 
averaged 5 children a Sunday in Children’s Church.   
     We use the Gospel Project curriculum materials that 
go through the Bible in 3 years.  We are currently on 
units 4, 5 & 6.  We just completed a 3 week series on 
Jesus birth.  Included were Angels Spoke to Mary & 
Joseph, Jesus Was Born, & Wise Men Visited Jesus. In 
January we will do Unit 5 which is 4 lessons on Moses 
was Born & Called, Moses Confronted Pharaoh, The 
Passover, & The Israelites Crossed the Red Sea.  In 
February & first half of March we will do Unit 6’s 6 
sessions.  They are God Gave the Ten Commandments, 
The Tabernacle Was Built, God Gave Rules for Sacrifice, 
Joshua & Caleb, The Bronze Snake, & Balaam. Each 
lesson includes the Timeline Map, The big question 
poster, Bible story read by the teacher or on the 
accompanying DVD, songs on DVD, Bible verse to 
memorize, Discussion starter video on DVD, & activities 
with movement & at table. Each week includes The 
Gospel: God’s Plan for Me which ties that week’s story 
to the Gospel Story, Jesus & our response to God’s 
provision. 
   A big thank you goes out to our wonderful leaders 
who give generously of their time to prepare & teach 
our precious children from the most wonderful book 
ever written, The Bible. They are Karen Cooley, Macie 
Walker, Becky Clausen, Joan Bown, Melissa Gray & 
myself Kathie Hutcheson. When there is 5th Sunday in 
the month, Vicki Felton does an excellent job teaching 
the children a mission’s lesson.  We also have 7 young 
people who are leaders in training.  They do a 
wonderful job helping in any way needed during their 
turn in Children’s Church.  They are Olivia & Maggie 
Blanchard, Caleb & Sammy Aust, Brendan & Ella 
Schlomer & Tate Dales.  A huge thanks to D.C. Felton 
who is taking a much deserved break after years helping 
& leading in Children’s Church. Your hours of 
commitment to our children is much appreciated!
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Words of Grace

Love Never Ends 
  

The last part of the definition of love in 1 
Corinthians 13 reads: “Love never ends” (v. 8). Other 
translations render it: “Love never fails.” The point is, 
there is an enduring quality to true, authentic love. It 
doesn’t give up or die. Real love has true staying power. 

The apostle Paul goes on to mention certain 
spiritual gifts (prophecies, tongues, and knowledge) 
which will, one day, stop or fade out of existence. 
However, love, he boldly asserts, will remain. Love is 
eternal. It will outlast everything else. 

Since love is so eternal and enduring, it is clearly a 
matter of utmost importance. In fact, Paul claims that love 
is “the greatest”, even above significant matters such as 
faith and hope (v. 13). 

The best picture of this never-ending love is, of 
course, God’s love for us. At the end of Romans 8, Paul is 
adamant that absolutely nothing “will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (v. 39). 

At the end of his life, the Reformed theologian 
Caspar Olevianus was filled with the sense of God’s love 
for him in Jesus Christ. His dying words were: “My 
hearing is gone, my smelling is gone, and my sight is 
going; my speech and feeling are almost gone; but the 
loving-kindness of God is the same, and will never 
depart from me.” 

May God grant us that same rich confidence! And 
from that confidence may we abound in never-ending 
love toward God and others. 

- Pastor Mark

Words from  
Pastor Mark

“The point is, there 
is an enduring quality to 

true, authentic love.”  
-Mark Norman 
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Children Are Not Cookies 
“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.” – 1 Corinthians 3:6 ESV 

There are two major ditches when it comes to parents’ role in shaping their children’s lives. 
One is denial, which says parents have little to no role in shaping their children. They will 
turn out how they will, regardless of what parents do. Though few would admit to holding 
this view, far too many parents in our culture functionally parent this way through a hands-off 
approach to parenting. But this is not the ditch I’m focusing on in this article. 

The more prevalent ditch in the church is probably the opposite ditch, determinism. This 
view holds that children are the product of their environment. It views raising children like 
baking cookies. Add the right ingredients (keeping out the wrong ingredients) and put it in 
the right environment for the right amount of time, and you will get perfect cookies/children 
every time. This is not the way parenting works. Why? Because children are not cookies. They 
are fallen humans created in the image of God, living in the midst of a spiritual battle for 
their souls. 

In this spiritual battle for our children’s souls, God is the primary actor. We as parents are his 
servants, and God ordains us to be a means of grace in the lives of our children. Our role is 
to plant and water gospel seeds, but God gives the growth. He causes those seeds to 
germinate, sprout, grow, and bear fruit in the lives of children. So we parents have a 
significant influential role in the lives of our children, but we do not determine their 
outcome. 

What this means practically for parents is this: 1) Our parenting efforts do matter, and we 
would be wise to follow God’s biblical instructions for parents. 2) We ought to be in constant 
prayer for our children, as our ultimate hope is in God, not our parenting efforts. 3) We 
should be quick to admit when and where we fail to live up to God’s calling for us as parents, 
seeking forgiveness from both God and our children. 4) When our children fail to live up to 
God’s calling, we are right to grieve and pray and plead with our children to reconcile with 
God, but we must not beat ourselves up with guilt, something deterministic parents are 
prone to do. After all, the same gospel, which we aim to plant in our children, applies to us 
as parents. So let us find mercy and grace at the cross of Jesus.

Thoughts for Families 

By Pastor Brad
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About Grace EFC
Glorifying God. Loving People. Teaching God's Word

Our Mission: to glorify God through the power of the Holy Spirit by honoring Christ's name, teaching His 
Word, loving His people and expanding His Kingdom.

Who We Are:  We are part of the Evangelical Free Church of America.  We are people from diverse 
backgrounds united by our love for God, for each other, and for the world.

Our worship blends time-honored hymns in a modern style along with contemporary hymns and songs that 
honor and glorify Jesus Christ.  Messages at Grace feature clear, systematic teaching of the Bible with 
timeless truths that apply to our lives.

Sunday Morning Worship 
9:30 AM

Sunday School for all ages
11:00 AM

108 N. Jefferson Way
Indianola, Iowa 50125


